
Learn how travelling to historic gardens can seed 
within you an inspiration to plant a theme garden 
on your own property.  Join celebrated storyteller 
Rochelle Pennington as she personally guides 
audience members through:

  •  Central Park’s Shakespeare Garden

  •  Thomas Edison’s Moon Garden

  •  Mackinac Island’s Cottage Gardens

  •  Empress Josephine’s Rose Garden

  •  Claude Monet’s Water Garden

  •  Emily Dickinson’s Poetry Garden

  •  Louis Ti�any’s Glass Garden

  •  Holland, Michigan’s “Tulip Time” Gardens

  •  Tower of London’s Memorial Poppy Garden

  •  Monticello’s Heirloom Vegetable Garden

Longtime lecturer Rochelle Pennington 
takes her love of history into the garden 
with four new nature presentations!

Pennington has delivered more than 2,000 speeches 
over the past 20 years. She speaks at 150 events 
annually, and delivers inspiration to more than 
25,000 people each year. The author’s audience sizes 
range from smaller gatherings to large lectures with 
a thousand audience members in attendance.

Pennington is an award-winning newspaper 
columnist and author of ten books, including 
Highlighted in Yellow (available in four languages), 
The Christmas Tree Ship, The Historic Christmas Tree 
Ship (as featured on national television), An 
Old-Fashioned Christmas (2009 Midwest Booksellers 
Award nomination for outstanding non-�ction), and 
more. Her work has been included in several 
bestselling series, including Chicken Soup for the Soul 
and Don’t Sweat the Small Stu�.
 
Pennington resides in Wisconsin with her husband of 
thirty-nine years. They have two grown children and 
four grandchildren “so far.”

To learn more about the author’s titles, or to 
schedule a speaking engagement, please contact 
her using the information below.

Author
Speaker
Columnist

ROCHELLE PENNINGTON

CONTACT
Website:     www.RochellePenningtonBooks.com

Email:          authorrochellepennington@gmail.com

Phone:        1-800-503-5507

Among the Gardens 
I Have Known

Thomas Je�erson’s Gardens
at Monticello

Come and take an up-close look at the genius of 
Je�erson, a man who lived his life as a “Leonardo” 
at his beloved home, Monticello, a World Heritage 
Site of international importance.
 
Je�erson is remembered today for many accom-
plishments: being a two-term president, a lawyer, 
an architect, an author, a philosopher, a diplomat, 
a mathematician, a musician, and a draftsman. He 
studied medicine and literature and languages, 
being �uent in several, and his visionary leadership 
helped to found a new country.  But it is Je�erson’s 
lifelong passion for the natural world, and his 
accomplishments tied directly to the land and 
heavens, that have most captured Pennington’s 
attention. 
 
As a farmer, Je�erson experimented with hundreds 
of plants and was interested in all aspects of 
agriculture—crop rotation, contour plowing, seed 
germination, fertilization, soil studies, grafting, 
propagation, conservation. Seeds travelled to 
Monticello, an American “Ellis Island” of plants, 
from across the globe.  To walk Je�erson’s lands 
was to walk through the wider world, past Jerusa-
lem artichokes, Persian melons, Jamaican lima 
beans, African marigolds, Russian kale, Swedish 
turnips, Italian peaches, Egyptian onions, Spanish 
almonds, Oriental sesame, and so much more.
 
As an inventor, he designed a new plow, the 
moldboard of least resistance, and was awarded a 
gold medal in France for his achievement.
 
As a climatologist, he kept methodical weather 

Pennington was invited to 
present her Je�erson research 
at the annual State of 
Wisconsin Master Gardeners 
Conference.

records on a daily basis for a period spanning half 
a century.
 
As a surveyor, he mapped his own property.  
Je�erson was the son of a cartographer and grew 
up loving the land.  His gardening diary, kept for 
six decades, survives.  Its opening entry reads:  
“Purple hyacinth begins to bloom.”  March 30, 1766
 
As an astronomer, he was fascinated by the solar 
system and studied stars.  How were the earth’s 
seasons, cycles, and daylight a�ected by what was 
happening in the heavens?  Je�erson contem-
plated the world’s connectedness and sought to 
understand nature’s underlying laws.  Research 
was conducted using many scienti�c instruments, 
all personally owned by him: an astronomical 
clock, an orrery (portable planetarium), a celestial 
globe, a spherical sundial, which he designed, and 
several telescopes.
 
Pennington’s speech will examine Je�erson’s 
journals and letters (thousands exist!), written to 
botanists, seed sellers, geographers, explorers, and 
naturalists who in�uenced his ideas and inspired 
his e�orts. What can be learned from those pieces 
of paper? 
 
After retiring from decades of work serving the 
public, Je�erson wrote these words to a friend, 
Charles Peal:

     “I have often thought that if heaven had given me 
choice of my position and calling, it should have 
been on a rich spot of earth, well watered...for the 
productions of the garden. No occupation is so 
delightful to me as the culture of the earth, and no 
culture comparable to that of the garden.”



Join Rochelle Pennington for a walk through 
nature, along garden paths and forest �oors, as 
she leads her audience into the lands of the wider 
world. The author will be sharing observations 
and poetry from some of the world's most 
remembered nature writers—John Muir, Emily 
Dickinson, Henry David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, and others.  She will reveal many 
mysteries that surround us daily in this world of 
wonders. 

Come learn about theme gardens:  moon 
gardens, Biblical gardens, butter�y gardens, 
gourd gardens, rock gardens, and “zoo” gardens, 
�lled with plants named for the animals they 
resemble. 

Audience members will even take a closer look at 
the slugs, crickets, beetles, bees, bats, ants, and 
“skeets” that visit our gardens. 

From planting spring bulbs to learning about the 
medicinal side of nature, this entertaining 
program is packed with “I-didn’t-know-that!” 
trivia.

  *    *    *    *    *

Pennington will be presenting this program in 
2021 to the gardeners at the Paine Art Center. 
This distinguished property, considered an 
“American castle,” is surrounded by one of the 
Upper Midwest’s �nest English-style gardens.

Calling All Garden Enthusiasts
& Nature Lovers

     “And then my heart with pleasure �lls and 

dances with the da�odils.”

   - William Wordsworth

     “Gently steer my boat where the waterlilies 

�oat.” 

   - Henry David Thoreau

     “The earth laughs in �owers.”

   - Ralph Waldo Emerson

     “I have loved the feel of grass under my feet, 

and the sound of the running streams by my 

side. The hum of the wind in the treetops has 

always been music to me, and the face of the 

�elds has often comforted me.  I am in love with 

this world.  I have tilled its soil. I have gathered 

its harvests.  I have waited upon its seasons.  I go 

to nature to be soothed and healed, and to have 

my senses put in order.”

   - John Burroughs

     “Everyone needs beauty as well as bread, 

places to play in and pray in, where nature may 

heal and give strength to body and soul.”

   - John Muir

     “There is a pleasure in the pathless woods.”

   - Lord Byron

     “They heard the sound of the Lord God 

walking in the garden at the time of the evening 

breeze.”

   - Genesis 3:8

     “I will get as near to the heart of the world as I 

can.”

   - John Muir

Gone Gardening in
Southeastern Wisconsin

Travel by armchair with author and historian 
Rochelle Pennington to several of southeastern 
Wisconsin’s most celebrated gardens:

  •  Villa Terrace in Milwaukee, an Italian-style 
      garden set high above Lake Michigan and
      known as "Milwaukee's Mediterranean"

  •  Bookworm Gardens in Sheboygan, a whimsical  
      children's garden �lled with leafy literature

  •  Old World Wisconsin in Eagle, an authentically 
      restored pioneer garden

  •  West Bend’s Cretian Labrynth, a designated     
      daylily display garden

  •  The Domes Horticultural Conservatory in    
      Milwaukee, a one-of-a-kind botanical 
      destination where visitors can walk through 
      both a tropical rainforest and a blooming 
      desert

  •  Paine Art Center in Oshkosh, an English-style    
      garden    

  •  And more, including a few of Wisconsin’s    
      grand beer gardens of yesteryear

Audience members will be inspired to pack a 
picinic basket and take their own day-trip adven-
tures!

Villa Terrace

Old World Wisconsin

Magic Treehouse at Bookworm Gardens

Paine Art Center & Gardens


